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1. (Currently Amended) A structure for retaining and reinforcing an earttien 
formation and securing a face of the formation against sloughing, said 
structure comprising: 

a) successive welded wire soil reinforcing mats embedded in the 
formation at vertically spaced Intervals, each said reinforcing mat 
being generally horizontally disposed and of a planar CQPfiquratiqn 
without upstanding noiiions at ths face of t he, formation and 
comprised of spaced longitudinal wires extending into the fonnation 
and transverse wires extending across and welded to the 
longitudinal wires at spaced intervals, said mats terminating at the 
face of the formation, with one of said transverse wires extending 
across the face; and 

b) a welded wire face mat disposed at the face of the formation 
between each successive pair of soil reinforcing mats, each of said 
face mats comprising transverse wires at upper and lower porb'ons 
thereof and spaced generally vertical wires welded to and extending 
across the transverse wires, the generally vertical wires of each 
successive face mat extending distally therefrom to provide fingers 
extending over transverse wires of the next successive face mat and 
behind the transverse wire of the soil reinforcing mat extending 
across the face between the successive &ce mats. 

2. (Original) A structure according to Claim 1 wherein: 

a) the successive soil reinforcing mats comprise a lowermost soil 
reinforcing mat, an uppermost soil reinforcing mat, and at least one 
Intermediate soil reinforcing mat disposed between the lowermost 
and uppermost soil reinforcing mats; and 

b) the fece mat disposed bebAfeen the lowermost soli reinforcing mat 
and the intermediate soil reinforcing mat Immediately thereabove 
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includes distally extending fingers hooked behind the transverse wire 
of the lowermost soil reinforcing mat which ejctends across the face. 

3. (Original) A structure according to Claim 1 wherein: 

a) the successive soil reinforcing mats comprise a lowermost soil 
reinforcing mat, an uppermost soil reinforcing mat, and at least one 
intermediate soil reinforcing mat disposed between the lowermost 
and uppermost soil reinforcing mats; and 

b) the face mat disposed between the uppermost soil reinforcing mat 
and the intermediate mat immediately therebelow includes distally 
extending fingers hooked behind the transverse wire of the 
uppermost soil reinforcing mat which extends across the face. 

4. (Original) A structure according to Oalm 1 wherein each successive soil 
reinforcing mat rests on a transverse wire of the face mat immediately 
therebelow. 

5. (Currently Amended) A - structuro - according to C l aim 1 further compr i sing A 
structure for retaining and reinforcing an earthen formation and securing a 

'face of the formation against sloughing, said s triirhirp. rnmorising: 
at suggesslve we lded wire soil reinforcing mats embedded in the. 

formation at ve rtically spaced intervals, each said reinforcing mat 
being planar and comprised of spaced longitudin al wires extending 
Into the formation and transverse wires extending across and welded 
to the longitudinal wires at spaced inten/als. said mats terminating at 
♦he face of the formation, with one of said transverse wires 
extending across the face: 
h) a welded wire face mat disposed at the face of the formation 

between each successive pair of soil reinforcing mats, e ach of said 
. fape mats comprising transverse wires at upper an d lower portions 
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| ; |ipreof and spaced ffenerally vertical wires welde d to and extending 
across the transvei^e wires, the ge nerally vertiral wires of each 
successive face mat eyfendlna dist allv therefrong ^f> provide fingers 
extending over transverse wires of the next successive face mat and 
hehind the transverse wire nf the soil reinfftrcino mat extending 
arrnss the face between the successive fac e mats, wherein each 
■^iirressive soil reinforcing mat rests on a tr ansverse wire of the face 
mat immediately therebelow; and 

£) compressible support members interposed between the soil 

reinforcing mats and the transverse wires of the fece mats upon 
which the soil reinforcing mats rest. 

6. (Currently Amended) A structure according to Claim 1 wherein jft stryicture 
for retainino and reinforcing an earthen format ion and securlno a face of 
the formation against slouo hino. said structure comprislno; 
a) successive welded wire soil reinfoncino mats em bedded in the 

formation at vertically spaced intervals, each said re inforcing mat 
heino planar and comprised of spaced lonoitudinai wir es extending 
into the formation and transverse wire s extending across and welded 
tn the lonoitudinai wires at spaced intervals^ said m ats terminating at 
the face of the formation, with one of said transverse wires 
extending ac ross the face: 
H\ a welded wire face mat disposed at the face of the formation 

between each successive pair of so il reinforcing mats, each of said 
face mats comprising tr ansverse wires at uooer and lower portions 
tliereof and Spaced generally ver tical wires welded to and extending 
across the transverse wires, the generally vertical wire s of each 
successive face mat extending distally therefrom tn provide finoers 
extending over transverse wires of the next successive face mat and 
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^Phlnri the tran^erse wirp nf the soil re lnfnrdna mat extending 

arr^ss the f f \rp. hetween thft successix/fi face mats, whereim 

n each ^"ggessive '^nll reinforci ng mat rests 9" a ti?psverse wire 

r^f the face mat immediately therebelow: and 

jj^ a transverse wire of each face mat is supported In spaced 

relationship to the soli reinforcing mat Immediately 

therebelow by a frangible member adapted to release 

responsive to overloading. 

7. (Original) A structure according to Claim 6 wherein the frangible member 
comprises a body having bifurcated ends engaged, respectively, with wires 
of each fece mat and a wire of the soil reinforcing mat Immediately 
therebelow. 

8. (Original) A structure according to Claim 1 wherein at least certain of the 
face mats disposed between successive soli reinforcing mats are comprised 
of paired separate face mat elements secured one above the other in edge- 
to-edge relationship. 

9. (Currently Amended) l Or structuro Dccording to Cloim 0, further compriaing; 
A .^ih-ijrtiire for retaining and reinforc ing an earthen forniation and securing 
a fare nf the formation against slouohin Q. said structure comprising: 

successive welried wire soli r einfnrrinQ mats embedded in tlie 
formation at vertically soace rl intervals, each said reinforcing ma£ 
helng planar and c omprised of spaced longitudinal wires extending 
into the formaHon and transverse wi res extending arrng^; and welded 
tn the longitudinal wire?; at space ri intervals, said mats terminating at 
the face of the formation, with one of said transverse wires 
Avt<>rif|ina across the face: 
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h ) a welded wire face mat disposed at th p farp of the formation 

hPtween earh successive pair of soil rrinforcina mats, each Of sgjd 
face mats CQmprisino transverse wire s at upper and lower portions 
—thereof and spaced Qenerally vertical wires welded to and extending 
arrnss the transverse wires, the generally vPrtlral wires of each 
successive f^ce mat extendin g distallv therefrom to provide fingers 
pytendino over transverse wires of the next s uccessive face mat and 
behind the transverse wire of the soil reinforc ing mat extending 
across the face between the successive face ma ts, wherein at least 
certain of the face mats disposed between succes sive soil reinforcing 
. mat are comprised of paired separate face mat elements secured 
nne above the other in edge-to-edoe rela tionship; 

a) c) face stabilizing anchors embedded in the formation intermediate said 
at least certain successive soil reinforcing mats; and, 

^ means securing the paired separate f^ce mat elements to the 
stabilizing anchors. 

10. (Original) A structure according to Claim 9 wherein: 

a) the face stabilizing anchors comprise welded wire gridworlcs 
extending into the formation to a depth of one-half or less than that 
to which the reinforcing mats extend into the formation; and, 

b) the means securing the face mat elements to the stabilizing anchors 
comprise a transverse wire on each gridwork engaged over the face 
mat elements. 

11. (Original) A structure according to Claim 8 wherein the paired face mat 
elements are secured in edge-to-edge relationship by fingers extending 
from the respective elements In interdigitating relab'onshlp to one another. 
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12. (Original) A structure for retaining and reinforcing an eartlien formation 
and securing a fece of tlie formation against sloughing, said structure 
comprising: 

a) successive soli reinforcing mats embedded in the formation at 
vertically spaced Intervals, each said reinforcing mat being planar 
and comprised of spaced longitudinal elements extending into the 
formation and transverse elements secured to and extending across 
and the longitudinal elements at spaced intervals; 

b) welded wire face mats disposed at the fece of the formation 
between the successive soil reinforcing mats, at least certain of the 
face mats disposed between successive soil reinforcing mats being 
comprised of paired separate face mat elements secured one above 
the other in edge-to-edge relationship; 

c) face stabilizing anchors embedded in the formation intermediate 
said at least certain successive soil reinforcing mats; 

d) means securing the reinforcing mats to the face mats; and, 

e) means securing the paired separate face mat elements to the 
stabilizing anchors. 

13. (Original) A structure according to Claim 12, wherein; 

a) one of the transverse elements of at least certain of the soil 
reinforcing mats is disposed at the a distal end of the mat and 
extends across the face; and, 

b) the means securing said at least certain soil reinforcing mats to the 
face mats comprises extensions on the face mats engaged behind 
the transverse elements at the distal ends of said certain soil 
reinforcing mats. 

14. (Original) A structure according to Qaim 12 wherein: 

6 SF #892490 vl 
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a) the face stabilizing anchors comprise welded wire gridworlcs 
extending into the formation to a depth of one-half or less than that 
to which the reinforcing mats extend into the formation; and, 

b) the means securing the face mat elements to the stabilizing anchors 
comprise a transverse wire on each gridwork engaged over portions 
of the separate face mat elements. 

15. (Original) A structure according to Claim 12 wherein the paired separate 
face mat elements are secured in edge-to-edge relationship by fingers 
extending from each respertive element and over the other element in 
interdigitating relationship to one another. 

16. (Currently Amended) A structure for retaining and reinforcing an earthen 
formation and securing a face of the formation against sloughing, said 
structure comprising: 

a) successive welded wire soil reinforcing mats embedded in the 
formation at vertically spaced intervals, each said reinforcing mat 
being generally horizontally disposed and of a planar confiouraHon 
without upstanding portions at the fa re of the formation and 
comprised of spaced longitudinal wires extending into the formation 
and transverse wires extending across and welded to the 
longitudinal wires at spaced intervals, said longitudinal wires 
terminating at the face of the formation, with one of said transverse 
wires ©(tending across the face; 

b) a welded wire face mat disposed at the face of the formation 
between each successive pair of soli reinforcing mats, each of said 
face mats comprising transverse wires at upper and lower portions 
thereof and spaced generally vertical wires welded to and extending 
across the transverse wires, wherein each successive soil reinforcing 
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mat rests on a transverse wire at the upper portion of the face mat 
immediately therebelow; and, 
c) means securing the reinforcing mats to the face mats. 

17. (Currently Amended) A structure according to C l aim I C further comprising 
A «;1-rijrhjre for ri=!taininQ and reinforcing an earthen f ormation and securing 
a farp of the formation aoainst slouahino. said str ucture comprising: 

a\ successive welded wire soil reinforcing mats_em beddad in the 

fnrmation at vertically soaced intervals, each sa id reinforcing mat 
heino a planar and comprised of spaced longitudinal w ires extending 
int p the formation and transverse wires extending across and welded 
tn thP longitudinal wires at spaced intervals, said lon gitudinal wires 
terminatino at the face of the formation^ with on p nf gaid transverse 
wires extending across the face; 

h'^ a welded wire face mat disposed at the face of the formation 

hetween each succeissive pair of soil relnfordno mats, ea ch of said 
face mats comprising transverse wires at upper and lowe r portions 
thereof and spaced oenerallv vertical wires w elded to and Rxtendino 
across the transverse wires, wherein each successive soil reinforcing 
mat rp.qt5; nn a transverse wire at the upper pnrt:ign of the face mat 
immediatelv t herebelow: 

r) means securing the reinforcing mats to the face m ats: and 
a compressible support member interposed between the soil 
reinforcing mats and the transverse wires of the face mats upon 
which the soil reinforcing mats rest. 

18. (Currently Amended) a ntrnrhrrn nrmrd l ng tn Claim 16 A Strucfajre for 
retaining and reinforcing an earthen formation and s ecuring a face of the 
formation aoainst sloughinOr said structure comprising; 
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A ) successive welded wire soil reinforci nn mats emhpclded in the 

formation at; vertically spaced lnteiva| gr each said reinforcing mat 
being planar and compriged of spaced longitudinal wires extending 
into the formation and tran^sverse wires e xtending across and welded 
to the longitudinal wires at spaced int ervals, said longitudinal wires 
terminating at the face of the formation, with one of said transverse 
wires extending a cross the face; 

h) a welded wire face mat dispose d at the face of tt^e formation 

f;>.afwg »pn each successive pair of soil reinfor cing mats, each of said 
f^ce mats cornprisino transverse wires at upper 7 tr\(^ lower portions 
thereof-and spaced aenerallv vertical w ires welded to and extending 
armss the transverse wires, wherei n each successive soil reinforcing 
mat rests on a transverse wire at th e uooer porKnn of the face mat 
immediately therebelow: 

r' ) means securing the reinforcing mats to the face mats: and 

d) wherein a transverse wire of each face mat Is supported in spaced 
relationship to the soli reinforcing mat Immediately therebelow by a 
frangible member adapted to release responsive to overloading. 

19. (Original) A structure according to Claim 18 wherein the frangible member 
comprises a body having bifurcated ends engaged, respectively, with wires 
of each fece mat and a wire of the soil reinforcing mat immediately 
therebelow. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for retaining and reinforcing an earthen 
formation and securing a face of the formation against sloughing, said 
method comprising; ■ 

a) placing a first welded wire soil reinforcing mat in a generally 
horizontal disposition at a foot portion of the formation, said 
reinforcing mat being generally h origontallv HKpnssd and of a planar 
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r^ nfiauratiop wimout upst anrilna portions at the face of the 
formation and comprised of spaced longitudinal wires extending into 
the formation and transverse wires extending across and welded to 
the longitudinal wires at spaced intervals, said longitudinal wires 
terminating at the face of the formation, with one of said transverse 
wires extending across the face; 

b) securing a first welded wire face mat behind the transverse wire of 
the first soil reinforcing mat extending across the face of the 
formation, said face mat having uppermost and lowermost 
transverse wires and spaced generally vertical wires welded to and 

extending across the transverse wires; 

c) supporting the first face mat in a generally vertical disposition; 

d) badcTiiling and compacting soil over the first soil reinforcing mat and 
against the first face mat; 

e) placing a second welded wire soil reinforcing mat on the backfilled 
soil in a generally horizontal disposition with one end thereof 
engaged with the first face mat to restrain the first face mat against 
outward displacement, said second soil reinforcing mat being 
generally horizontally disposed and of a planar rnnflqt,iration wlthput 
u pstanding portions at thp. face of the formation and comprised of 
intersecting longitudinal and transverse wires, with one transverse 
wire extending across the face; 

f) securing a second welded wire face mat behind the transverse wire 
of the second soil reinforcing mat extending across the face of the 
formation, said face mat having uppermost and lowermost 
transverse wires and spaced generally vertical wires welded to and 
extending across the transverse wires thereof; 

g) supporting the second fece mat In a generally vertical disposition; 

h) backfilling and compacting soil over the second soil reinforcing mat 
and against the second face mat; and, 
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i) placing a third welded wire soil reinforcing mat on the soil backfilled 
over the second soil reinforcing mat so that one end of the third soil 
reinforcing mat is engaged with the second face mat to restrain the 
second face mat against outward displacement, said third soil 
reinforcing mat being f ^<»nara»y horiy nntallv disposed and of_a planar 
mnfiQuratinn without up'^fandino po rtions at the face of the 
formation and comprised of intersecting longitudinal and transverse 
wires, with one transverse wire extending across the face and in 
front of the second face mat. 

21. (Original) A method according to Claim 20, further comprising providing 
fingers which extend distally from an upper edge of the first face mat and a 
lower edge of the second face mat, the fingers of the respective first and 
second f^ce mats Intsrdlgitating in overlapping relationship when the 
second face mat is secured behind the transverse wire of the second soil 
reinforcing mat. 

22, (Original) A method according to Claim 21 wherein: 

a) the fingers of the first face mat are inclined toward the formation 
and extend over the lowermost transverse wire of the second face 
mat; 

b) the fingers of the second face mat are inclined toward the formation 
and extend over the uppermost transverse wire of the first face 
mat; 

c) upon securing the second face mat behind the transverse wire of the 
first fece mat the fingers on the first and second face mats function 
to Incline the second face mat toward the formation; and, 

d) backfilling of soil over the second soil reinforcing mat and 
compacting the soli against the second face mat functions to move 
the second face mat to a generally vertical disposition. 

II SF #892490 vl 

PAGE 12/18'RCVDAT1(ll11M9:S3:56PM|Eastem Daylight Tiinel'SVR;USPTO€FXIV-^^^ 



Oct-11-Z004 06:54pgi Fron-Thalen Raid S Priest LLP / SF-16 * T-1B2 P.013/D18 F-S3g 



23. (Currently Amended) A method according to Ctoii ii 20, fuithcr comprising 

A mfithnri for retaining and reinfn rrino an earthen formation and securing a 

fare of tlie formation aoalnsl: slouahin o. said method comprising; 

a ) plarino a first wt^ided wire so il reinforcing mat in a genergliy 
hnrizontal disposition at a foot portio n of the formation, said 
rp'infnrcino mat heino planar and com prised of snaced lonQltgdinal 
wires extepHinn into the formation and transvers ^^ wires extending 
arross and welded to the longitudinal wires at spaced interv/als, said 
lonoltudlnal wires terminating at the fac e of the formation, with one 
of said transverse wires extending arrnss the face: 

h) qerurino a first welded wire face mat h ehind the transverse wir^of 
the first soil rpinforcino mat extending across the face of the 
formation^ said face mat having u ppermost and lowermost 
transver-^jg wires and spaced aeneraliv vert iral wires welded to and 
pxtendlna arrnss the transverse wires; 
, c ) suPDortino the first face mat In a oenerallv vertical disposition: 

f ^) backfilling and compacting soil over th e first soil reinforcing mat and 
aoalnst the fir st face mat: 

P» ) placing a second welded wire soil reinforcing m at r>n the backfilled 
soil in a generally horizontal disp osition with one end thereof 
engaged with the first face mat to res train the first face mat against 
outward displacement, said second soil reinfor cing mat being 
□enerallv hnrizontallv disposed and of a planar configuration without 
u pstanding portions at the face of the f ormation and comprised of 
ir|i;p r?^pti:inQ longitudinal and transverse wires, witt^ fjpe transverse 
wire extending acros s the face; 

f^ securing a second welded wire face mat behind the tran sverse wire 
of the second soil reinforcino mat extending acro ss the face of the 
formation, sairi face mat having up permost and lowermost 
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1-ransverse wires and spaced oenerallv vertical wires welded to gnd 
fty^endlnQ across the transve rse wires thereof; 

q) «iiippnrHr^Q the s prnnd face mat In a aenerailv vertical dispo?ition; 
..hackFillinQ and compactin g soil over the second soil reinforcing mat 
and against the second face mat; 

1^ Dlacino a third welded vtfire soil reinforcing ma t on the soil backfilled 
over the second soil rpinforcino mat so that o ne end of the third soil 
reinforcinQ mat is engaged with the second face mat to restrain the 
second face mat against outward displaceme nt, said third soil 
reinforcing mat beino planar and comprised of intersecting 
longitudinal and transverse wires, with one tran sverse wire 
extending across the face and in front of the second face mat: and 

jl interposing compressible support members between the first soil 
reinforcing mat and the first face mat and between tlie second soil 
reinforcing mat and the second face mat. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 20, further comprising 
A rnethnri for retaining and reinforcing an earthen forma tinn and securing a 
face of the formation against sloughing , said method comDrisino: 

a) placing a first welded wire soil reinforcing ma t in a generally 
horizontal disposition at a foot portion of th e formation, said 
reinforcing mat beino planar and comprised of space d longitudinal 
wires extending into the formation and transverse wires extending 
across and welded to the longitudinal wires at spaced Intervals, said 
innoltudinal wires terminati ng at the face of the formation, with QHC 
nf said transverse wire s extending across the face: 

b ) securino a first welded wire face mat behind th e transverse wire of 
the first soil reinforcing mat extending across the face of the 
formation, sa id face mat having uppermost and lowermost 
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i-raqRvprse wires and spaced generally verti cal wires welded to and 
extending across the transverse wires: 

f!) suppnrtlnQ tlie first face mat in a generall y vertical disposition; 

f^^ backfilling and compacting soil over the fi rst soil reinfnrrinQ mat and 
ariaingt ffiP first face mat: 

e. ) placing a second welded wire soil reinforc ing mat on thg hackfilled 
soil in a generally horizontal disposition with one end thereof 
engaged with the first face mat to restrain the firs t face mat against 
^iitward displacement, said second soil re infnrcino mat being 
penerallv horizontallv disposed and of a Planar conf i<7iiration without 
^ upstanding portions at the face of the formation and com prised of 
intersecting Ignoitudinal and transverse w ires, with one transverse 
wire extending across the face: 

Ft securing a second wel ded wire face mat behind the transverse wirQ 
nf the second soil reinforcing mat extending across the face of the 
fnrmatinn. said face mat having uppermo st and lowermost 
transverse wires and spaced generally vertical w ires welded to and 
eytending across the transverse wires thereof: 

o'> supporBno the second face mat in a oenerallv vertical disposition: 

h't baclcfillino and compacting soil over the sec ond soil reinforcing mat 
and against the second face mat: 

11 placing a third welded wire soil reinforcing mat gn the soil backfilled 
over the second soil r einforcing mat so that one end of the third soil 
reinfnrcino mat is eng aged with the second face mat to restrain the 
second face mat against ou bward displacement, said third soil 
reinforcing mat being olanar and comprised of intersecting 
longitudinal and transverse wires, with one transverse wire 
extendino across the face and in front of the seco gfl face mat: and 
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j) supporting the first face mat in spaced relationship to the first soil 
reinforcing mat and the second face In spaced relationship to the 
second soil reinforcing mat by frangible support memfc)ers. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method occording to C l aim 20 wherein A methQ0 
fnr retaining and reinforcing an earth en formation and securing a face of 
the formation aoainst slou ghing, said method comprisina: 

Placing a first welried wire soil reinforcin g r^at in a oenerallv 
horizontal fiisposition at a foot portion of the formation, said 
reinforcing mat being planar and comprised o f spaced lonoitudinal 
. wires extending into the f ormation and transverse wires extending 
arrnss and welded to the longitudinal wires at sp arpri inten/als. said 
tonaitudinal wires terminati ng af the face of the formation, with one 
of said transverse wires extending across the face; 
fil securing a first welded wire fac p mat behind the transverse wire of 
fhp first soil reinforcing mat extending acro ss the face of the 
formation, said face mat having uppermost and lowermost 
transverse wirps and soacpd oenerallv vertical wires welded to and 
extending across the transverse wires: 
c) supportino the first face mat in a oenerallv vertical disposition;. 
H> hackfiinno and com pacting soil over the first soil reinforcing mat and 

against the first face mat: 
e) Placing a second welded wire soil relnforcino m at on the backfilled 
snil in a oenerallv horizontal disposition w ith one end thereof 
engaged with the first face mat to restrain the fi rst fare mat aoainst 
outward displacement, said s econd soil reinforcing mat being 
oenerallv horizontally disposed and nf a planar rnnfiguratlon without 
upstanding portions at the face of the formation and comprised of 
intersecting longitudinal and transverse wi res, with one transverse 
wire extending across the face: 
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fi securing a second welded wire fat^e mat behind the tra nsverse wire 
of the second soil reinforcing mat extending across the face of the 
formation, said face mat having uppermost an d lowermost 
transverse wires and spaced generally vertica l wires welded to and 
extending across the tra nsverse wires thereof: 

q ) supporting the second face mat in a oenerailv v p>rtical dlsoosition; 

h^ bacltfillina and compac tin g soil ov er the second soil reinforcing mat 
and against the seco nd face mat; 

\^ placing a third welded wire soil reinforcing mat on the soil bacltfilled 
over the second soil rpinforcino mat so that one end of the third soil 
reinforcing mat is engaged with the second face mat to restrain the 
second face mat aoainst oufaA/ard disolacement r ■^airi third soil 
reinforcing mat being planar and comprised of intersecting 
longitudinal an d transverse wires, with one transverse wire 
extending across the fac e and In fnant of the second face mat; and 

j) the first face mat comprises paired separate face mat elements 

secured one above the other in edge-to-edge relationship at a level 
intermediate the uppermost and lowermost transverse wires of the 
first face mat; and the method further comprises embedding a face 
stabilization anchor in the backfill intermediate the first and second 
soil reinforcing mats and securing the anchor to the paired face mat 
elements to maintain the elements in generally vertically aligned 
relationship. 

26. (Original) A method according to Claim 25 wherein the face stabilizing 
anchor comprises a welded wire gridwork extending into the backfill to a 
depth of one-half or less that that to which the second reinforcing mat 
extends into the backfill. 
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27. (Original) A method according to Claim 25 wherein the backfilling and 
compacting of soil over the first soil reinforcing mat and against the first 
face mat is carried out In steps to first fill and compact soil to said 
intermediate level and then fill and compact soil to a level generally 
commensurate with that of the uppermost transverse wire of the first face 
mat 
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